Ulster Show 2010

After the most miserable winter for many years the weather was ideal for the 2010 Ulster Show
held as usual in the splendid surroundings of Greenmount Agriculturain€alégerim

although the lateness of the season was very evident throughout the campus. The day was sunny,
mild and calm providing perfect conditions for the exhibitors to transport their plants from car

to showbench. Worries that the Show would suffer as a rethétitard winter proved

unfoundedand the exhibits were well up to standard, although numbers were down a little.

There were significant differences in the ra
For example, there were no gentians oopassiusually plentiful on the benches in Ireland,

North and Soutrand several dionysias, which rarely appear, were shown. There were lots of
primulastrilliums and cyclameand pulsatillas were more prominent than usuabverall

display was veryloarful andvisiting members of the publere duly impressdwbpefully to

the extent that some withnt togrow alpines themselves. The number of visitors was well up

due to the fine dagnd favourable publicity for the event.

There are two AGS Showsdlieland each

yearone in Ulster and the other in Dublin.

They are always held in April, one early in the

month and the other usually two weeks, later

the early and late dates alternating between

the two Groups. This yea
for the edy slot. The Groups are mutually

supportive with members of each exhibiting

at both Shows.

ten years ago when she was
popularDirector of ShowsThe

panel of judges was drawn from
members of the two Groups, plus
Val, and she ensured that the whole
operation ran smoothly.

Trilliums grow well in Ulster and a
fine specimen dF. chlorapetalum
earned a Certificate of Mdait
Gordon Toner of Limavadand

was a contender for the premier
award His plant was much admired
for its unusual colouringith one
observer suggesting that it had an aura of mystery about it.




The Al pines 696 award for
Australasia along wittCartificate of Merivent

to lan Leslie who had travelled from Ban@gaot,

Bangor, Northern Ireland but Bangor, North

Wale}for a splendid specimen@élmisia spedenii

grown from seed sown in 2003, a truly silver

foliaged plantan has several plaofsthis

speciesall from seednd finds thato avoid

losseshe greatest care is needed when repotting.

Harold McBride received a Certificate of Merit for a magnificent large pan oPainvhite
marginatgybrid, smothered in flowers as did youontep for a pan obionysia aretio@ésh y | | i s
C a r Bahrpfants were on the short list for the Farrer.

There were several specimer®rohul® Br oadwe | | Mi | k allavihdhé@ on t he
flowers completely covering the foljalge most impressive of which was the plant shown by
William & Hilary McKelvey, Newry. The McKelveys also shBarmtiamiella patagtiméca

genus making its first appearance on a-shoeh in Ireland.

ThePresident authorized the awarding
of two Certifcates of Merit in the

artistic section and these went to David
Lapsley for his three photoshaflsatilla
alpina apiifolad to Joan & Liam
McCaughey for their striking picture of
Gentiana alpidan Evans, Farnham got
the award for most first prize pts in

the photographic section and Jean
Morris, Berkhampsteadktprizefor

the same achievement in the art section.

Congratulations to Kay McDowell from Limavatiy won the award for the best plant in the
novice section in flower, a very mioglrosagandelliKay also received the cup for the most
first prize points in her sectitor the second year in a ravbviously an exhibitor to watch.



Paddy Smith, Navapicked up the SRGC Quaich for the best plant in a pot not exceeding
19cm for a sumptuously flower@gclamen coBaddy also received the trophy for the most
first prize points in the intermediate sectiatso liked hi®ulsatilla albana

The trgohy for the best plant in the intermediate
section went to goodAndrosace vandellii
exhibited by Gavin MogrBublin Interestingly
three plants were brought up by various judges
for consideration for this awaadd the other

t wo wer aswéllbdewasalSoawarded

the AGS Spoon for a first in class 65, six pans
rock plants distinct.

Hugh McAllister won the Garratt Cup for his attractive group of three rock plants for foliage
effect.

Liam Byrne, Dublin, is on track for his ninth gold bar hacimgved most first prize points in

the open section. His egatching large pan Bfythronium californch i t e Beaut yd we
admiredas was his wdlbweredTrilliumrivale i amdés admirabl e record ac
acknowledged espelgigiven that he is effectively confined to two shows. This reporter won an

AGS medal for the 19cm six pan class in the open section.



And finally to the best plant in the Shbkarold

McBride Lisburnwas a deserving winner of the

Farrer Medal for his beautiful exhibiPotsatilla alba
grown from seed sown in 2002. He also had two

other pasque flowers on the bench: a lovelyPpink
ambiguarubraand a whit®. ambigsabsp ambigua

both also raesd from seeddarold is a committed

seed sower and generously distributes many of the

7 plants he raises to other AGS members and friends.
He also makes a large donation of seed to the exchange each year. Unsurprising then that he
won the Phebe Andersen Thgdor the hotly contested Class 62, three pans rock plants raised
from seed. He wadsoawarded the Festival of Britain (Northern Ireland) Trophy for his fine
entry in Class 2, three pans rock plants distinct.

274 plants were exhibited by thirty exiibidmd Pat Crossley and her team are to be
congratulated on a fine and immensely enjoyable Show.
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