DublinAGSShow 2010

It was a warm Spring day for the Dublin AG% &Bnual Show and while the tree buds were
just opening, the hall at Cabinteely was ablaze with colour with more entries tharaeder
many beautiful plants on shawThere seermad to be a wider range of plants than usual
perhaps due to the extremely cold winter followed by a late sprdigthe two AGS Shows in
Ireland, this year it was Dublin's turn to have the later date in April. There is always a
friendly rivalry between the tw groups and this year it waasso very welcome to have
entries from across the water, Wales and England, to give more of a chaledgaut local
competition on its mettle.

The Millennium Cup for the best plant in the Novice Section was won by Pat édnn
Dublin, forher Anemonella thalictroides
'‘Oscar Schoaf'and Pat also won the
Termonfeckin Trophy for the most first
prize points in her section. A more
mature plantwonan Award of Merit for
Susan Tindall, Ballynahinch. Susan's
beautiful exhibitis kept sheltered in a
polytunnel fortunately consideringhis
winter, and has been chosen as
background for the logo of the 'Garde
Festival at Hillsbmugh Castle’ on the
21%- 239 May this year.




Several ponieswere on show and Susa
again was gen an Award of Merit for her
plant of Paemia mascula ssp russajrown
from seedsown in 2001.This gony is a
native of Corsica, Sardinia, Sicily and t
lonic Islands andmost peonies are easy
from seed and quite hardy.

The perfume of daphnes permeated th
whole hall and an Award of Merwent to
Daphne petraea ‘Lydorashown by Lione
Clarkson, Blackpool, who was also a visiti
judge. This daphne was introduced by Pet
Erskine in 1997 and named after his t
granddaudpters, Lydia and Flora.

Three generations of the Moore family werc.
at the Show and granddaughters Alice and

Roisin were there to seeBilly Moore,
Dublin, win both the David Shackleto
Trophy and the Farrer Medal fdPrimula
bracteata This plant appearkperfect from
every angle, grown for four years in
mixture of one part J.I.3, one part perlite
and two parts grit, and never watered fro
above. Billy also won the E.B. Anders
Prize for 6 pans rock plants distinct again
stiff opposition.

Billy's ®n, Gavin Moorg has obviously
inherited the family gene for growing
alpines and was awarded the WaverlfEs
Trophy for his Androsace vandelliibest
plant in the intermediate sectionThis is &
grown in a frame and time had been take&#
to ensure the plant was psented with §
perfect flowers for the showbench.



It was lovely to see Liam Byrne winning the
ACC Cup for most first prize points in the
Open Section- as he did last year and
indeed does most yearsAmong his many
excellent plants,Ramonda mycan white
form, grown from seedsown in March
1998, was a worthy winner and a true test
of an experienced grower.

We are more used to seeing Keith Lever
Aberconwy Nursery,selling plants here than
showing but it was no surprise that his expse
won an Awardof Merit and the Margaret Orsi
Bowl fpest plant from North America) for
Jeffersonia dubiaThis plant is grown outsidim
North Walesand apparently the very cold winter
this year allowed the flowers to be more obvious
above the leaves.

However whenticomes togrowing ferns Keith's
wife, Rachel is the expert andher Cheilanthes
wootonii, a fern with very attractive spring
growth, won first prize in its section. Ruth was not
there to give growing information, but apparently
it is kept on the dry sidever winter as one would
expect from a plant from Califora and the west
side of NorthAmerica.

The Levers also got an Award of Merit for a large
plant of Vaccinium nummularium.



